THEODOBE BOOSEVELT AND HIS TIME

I disregarded both. At first it seemed as if popular feeling
was nearly a unit against me. It is now nearly a unit in
favor of what I did.

"It is now nearly four years since the close of the Bus-
sian-Japanese war. There were various factors that
brought about Bussia's defeat; but most important by all
odds was her having divided her fleet between the Baltic
and the Pacific, and, furthermore, splitting up her Pacific
fleet into three utterly unequal divisions. The entire Jap-
anese force was always used to smash some fraction of the
BussiaB force. The knaves and fools who advise the
separation of our fleet nowadays and the honest, misguided
creatures who think so little that they are misled by such
advice, ought to take into account this striking lesson fur-
nished by actual experience in a great war but four years
ago. Keep the battle fleet either in one ocean or the other
and have the armed cruisers always in trim, as they are
now, so that they can be at once sent to join the battle fleet
if the need should arise."